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arrangements placing our relations with at least one of the
Great lowers upon a firm footing. The choice could only
lie between Austria and Russia, for the English constitu-
tion does not admit of alliances of assured permanence,
and a union with Italy alone did not promise an adequate
counterpoise to a coalition of the other three Great Powers,
even supposing her future attitude and formation to be
considered independently not only of French but also of
Austrian influence. The area available for the formation
of the coalition would therefore be narrowed till only the
alternative remained which I have indicated.

In point of material force I held a union with Russia
to have the advantage. I had also been used to regard it
as safer, because I placed more reliance on traditional
dynastic friendship, on community of conservative mon-
archical instincts, on the absence of indigenous political
divisions, than on the fits and starts of public opinion
among the Hungarian, Slav, and Catholic population of
the monarchy of the Habsburgs. Complete reliance could
be placed upon the durability of neither union, whether
one estimated the strength of the dynastic bond with
Russia, or of the German sympathies of the Hungarian
populace. If the balance of opinion in Hungary were al-
ways determined by sober political calculation, this brave
and independent people, isolated in the broad ocean of Slav
populations, and comparatively insignificant in numbers,
would remain constant to the conviction that its position
can only be secured by the support of the German element
in Austria and Germany. But the Kossuth episode, and
the suppression in Hungary itself of the German elements
that remained loyal to the Empire, with other symptoms

showed that among Hungarian hussars and lawyers self-
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